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Budget falls short on community mental health 
 
The allocation of $705m in the recent Victorian Government Budget towards acute mental 
health and alcohol and drug services is welcomed by Wellways Australia. However, the lack 
of investment in community mental health care for the third year in a row is of concern.  
 
“Victoria has gone from one of the leaders in community mental health services to lagging 
behind the other states,” said Wellways CEO Elizabeth Crowther.   
 
“The transition to NDIS means that significant numbers of people are not getting a service 
and even those who do get in are getting disability support, not psycho-social rehabilitation 
services. 
 
“This puts more pressure on emergency departments and means people have no after care 
post-hospitalisation as the government has withdrawn this funding,” said Ms Crowther. 
 
It is also noted that there is still no investment to provide support for people who care for 
those with mental health issues. Carers provide a vital role in mental health supports and 
their role must be recognised and adequately resourced. 
 
In this election year, Wellways is calling on the Victorian Government and the opposition 
parties to promise reinvestment in community-managed mental health services, to provide 
early interventions and continuity of care, from acute admissions through to recovery and 
return to the community.  
 
These services help people to stay well in the community and prevent further costly hospital 
admissions. 
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About Wellways Australia 
Wellways Australia is a leading not-for-profit organisation dedicated to ensuring all Australians lead 
active and fulfilling lives in their community. We work with individuals, 
families and the community to help them imagine and achieve better lives.   
 
We advocate for change to make sure people can access the best possible 
care and information when they need it. We provide a wide range of 
services and assistance for people with mental health issues, disabilities, 
youth and older Australians and those requiring community care. 
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